
Exhibit Opening
The museum’s new permanent 
exhibit, Smith-McDowell: The 
People, the House, & the Land, 
ofþcially opens March 21. Come 
to the museum from 2 to 4 P.M. 
for refreshments and a talk by 
the exhibit’s creators, historical 
researcher John Turk and 
project manager John Wright. 
	 This exhibit adds a 
new dimension for visitors, 
exploring the story of the 
people and the land of Western 
North Carolina: how the 
mountain landscape shaped 
the lives of three 19th-century 
families, how those families 
used the land, and how, over 
time, their lives changed.

A Fine Evening
A lovely evening is in store 
on March 25. First, whet your 
appetite with wine, hors 
d’oevres, and a sneak preview 
of the better-than-ever Bridal 
Exhbit at the museum. Try your 
hand in a 50/50 rafÿeñsomeone 
is going home with half the 
pot! Finally, head over to the 
historic Fernihurst building for 
an unforgettable gourmet dinner 
catered by A-B Techõs Culinary 
Arts students. Tickets sold out 
last year and only 40 seats are 
available, so be sure to get in on 
this wonderful treat!
	 For more information or to 
make your reservation, call (828) 
253-9231.

Upcoming Events	  For more information, call the museum at (828) 253-9231.

Don’t miss a wonderful evening of      
fine food, fine clothes, and fine company 
—and an afternoon of education.

Dress, Dine, Discover
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February 18–March 12. Special exhibit. Artistic Dress: 
Clothing of the Arts & Crafts Era.
March 21, 2–4 P.M. Permanent exhibit opening. 
March 25. Bridal exhibit preview & Fernihurst dinner.  

March 26–May 16. Bridal exhibit open to the public.
March 27. Easter-egg hunt. $5 child, adults free.
May 8. South Buncombe Turnpike Tour.
July 1–August 8. Exhibit: Antique Quilts & Coverlets.

The bridal 
exhibit will 
be previewed 
before the 
dinner at 
Fernihurst 
(below) on 
March 25.



Editor’s Note:  
 Exhibits Increase
Weõve really been ramping 
up our exhibit schedule at the 
museum, making sure that 
thereõs always something new 
and interesting to see and learn 
about. The exhibit at right, 
Artistic Dress: Clothing of the 
Arts & Crafts Era, tied in with 
the Arts & Crafts Conference 
at the Grove Park Inn, where 
conference organizer Bruce 
Johnson was kind enough to 
give us a table. It workedña 
lot of people learned about 
WNCHA and what we do, and 
new visitors came to the house!
	 If you havenõt seen the 
Artistic Dress exhibit, there’s 
still time. It has to come down 
soon in order to prepare for 
the Bridal Exhibit, however, so 
donõt dally! Meanwhile, you can 
help launch the new permanent 
exhibit by attending a reception 
on March 21 (see front page). 
	 In the works for later this 
year is an exhibit of historic 
quilt and coverlets. Weõd like to 
expand the exhibit with loaned 
items. Do you have anything 
youõd be willing to share? 
Please call (828) 253-9231 or      
e-mail smh@wnchistory.org.
	 Finally, weõve also been 
working hard to update the 
website, making it cleaner and 
easier to navigate. Now that 
the “bones” are in place, we’ll 
add content, making it the go-
to place for information about 
museum events, our collections, 
and more. Keep checking back 
at www.wnchistory.org!

 —Jessamyn Reeves-Brown

prompted everything from an echo 
of the Regencyõs high-waisted 
looks to a fascination with “rustic” 
elements such as English smocking 
techniques and unbleached linen 
fabrics, and a revivial of handicraft.
	 As social changes began to 
converge with some of these 
forward-thinking ideas in the 
early 20th century, many elements 
moved to the mainstream of 
fashion. Eventually, elaborate 
structure and ornamentation gave 
way to the clean lines, bold graphic 
decoration, and unrestricted 
movement of 1920s clothing.
	 Now at the museum, see Arts 
& Craftsðera garments and learn 
how they relate to the styles that 
inspired them. But be quickñon 
exhibit only through March 12!

Artist Walter Crane, in his 1905 book Ideals in Art, 
illustrated “types of Artistic dress” showing neoclassical 
influences, “rustic” smocking, and uncorseted waists.

Artistic Dress:
Clothing of 
the Arts & 
Crafts Era
Most of us are familiar with 
the Arts & Crafts movement 
in art and architecture, 
but did you know that it 
also was a movement in 
dress? Known as Artistic 
dress or Aesthetic 
dress, and promoted 
by bohemians but 
purveyed by such 
famous stores 
as Liberty of 
London, it was 
a fashion that 
reÿected many of 
the same changes 
people were 
making to their 
houses and furniture.
	 Artists and free-thinkers in the 
19th century were experimenting 
with a number of ideas about 
clothing, all of which fed into 
Artistic dress. The Rational Dress 
movement was reacting against the 
increasingly restrictive womenõs 
fashions of the 19th century. 
The Pre-Raphaelite artists of 
the 1850s and ô60s championed 
an elegant but relatively spare 
medieval aesthetic, followed by a 
neoclassical revival of Greek and 
Roman-inspired styles in the 1880s 
and ô90s. 
	 Meanwhile, chinoiserieñ
Western adaptations of Oriental 
motifs and stylesñtook off in the 
same period. Finally, a nostalgic 
interest in the old-fashioned 
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